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Dear Friends, 
 
We hope that 2018 treated you well and send you and yours our best wishes for 2019.   
 
We have been very busy in 2018, more than the previous years - if that is possible !  Herewith 
some of our achievements and on-going projects. 
 
When we moved to the new shelter, nearly 3 years ago, with 110 dogs, we expected the 
population to increase a little over the years, and we were ready to shelter around 150 dogs.  
Unfortunately, the number increased much more and more quickly than expected. 
 
We rehomed 107 dogs in 2018 (including 8 dogs locally) – this is an increase compared to the 
last few years but we currently still have 250 dogs at the shelter. 

 
Food, beddings, vaccinations and medical care are the biggest expenses we face.  And yet, 
these only cover the basic needs of our doggies.  There are much more expenses than that 
(staff, maintenance, pest control, fuel...) and, over the last 3 years, our expenses have more 
than doubled. 
 
To feed 250 dogs, we are buying 1.5 Tons of food every 10 days – 4.5 Tons per month i.e. 
more than 2,000 Euros per month !   
 

  
Only 10 days worth of food... 

 
We did not have enough sections to shelter 250 dogs so we had to create some more sections.  
We finalised the quarantine area with 3 entirely tiled sections.  We added one new large unit 
with three separate sections.  In the summer, this unit is very comfortable as there is a constant 
breeze.  But we had to shield this area to protect the dogs from the cold winter wind and the 
cold rain.  The costs for this job are Euros 700. 
 

  
  Quarantine area      New section being built 



2 
 

 

  
           New section now occupied               New section all wrapped up for the winter... 
           

We bought new kennels and new feeders and put more gravel so that the dogs are not staying 

in the mud when it is raining.  The costs for these are Euros 700. 
 

  
                   Delivery of gravel                         Some new kennels 

 
We also fenced and roofed another new section but we now have to shield it against the cold.  
The costs for these are Euros 500 (to be done urgently). 
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We do not have the money to pay for all the works mentioned above but they 
had/have to be done so we are in debt for nearly Euros 4,000 !   
 
All our dogs are sterilised, fully vaccinated and re-vaccinated every year.  This winter is 
particularly cold and wet and we have an epidemic of kennel cough (more than 25 dogs are 
currently treated, the treatment is particularly expensive)   
 
In 2018, we also rescued sick or injured dogs as : 
 
LISA – when we rescued Lisa at the beginning of the year, she had a huge tumor on one tit.  
The operation to remove the tumor was successful and Lisa is now rehomed. 

 

 
 

 
FITTO – was dumped on the busy dual carriage, was hit by a car and got a broken leg.  Some 

people spotted him lying down on the side of the road.  We went to rescue him.  He spent some 
time at the clinic and is now recovering at the shelter.  Fitto will soon be ready for adoption. 

 

  
 
DASTI – was dumped in a village near Gocek and had not eaten for days when we found her.  
She is an older doggy and was in a really poor condition and it is obvious that she had many 
litters and has never been cared for.  Dasti is on the mend. 
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HIPP and HOP are two sisters who had really severe mange when we got them.  After the right 
treatment, vitamins and a lot of TLC they became beautiful young ladies.  Hipp and Hop are 
ready for adoption. 
 

  

  
                          Hop before and after                                                                     Hipp before and after                  
 
 
WUFF – was brought by his “owner” as he was injured.  This older dog was probably attacked 
by a wild boar and was in a very bad condition.  He was also covered with tar, which the 
villagers use against fleas !!!  Wuff (who is miserable at the shelter) will soon be ready for 
adoption. 
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It is not only about the dogs, we also rescue cats.  Victoria, for example, was attacked by a dog 
in Gocek.  It was touch and go during some long days but Victoria has now fully recovered. 

 

  
 
The “Eleanor project”, which started in 2011, goes ahead and, in 2018, we neutered more than 
170 stray cats from Gocek.  Neutering cats is not an easy task – we have to trap the cats as 
most of them are feral, transfer them from the trap into a transport box, drive to and back from 
the vet in Fethiye (2 x 35 km) and release the cats in their original environment.  On average, 
maximum 8 cats can be trapped on a good day.  Despite all our efforts, it is very difficult to keep 
the cat population under control as people from the neighbouring villages keep dumping their 
unwanted and unsterilised cats in Gocek and the population keeps increasing. 
  
We also rescued many puppies in 2018... 
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Our well is now fully operating and we do not use the city water anymore, which is a big saving.  
But we cannot trust the purity of the water and want to install a UV filter, which costs 600 Euros. 
 
 
We are proud of what we achieved and are achieving but without your help, nothing would be 
possible.  So please be generous and donate ! 
 
 
You can donate : 

 By bank transfer – please see the details of our Turkish bank accounts at the bottom of 
this newsletter.  If you are abroad, you can transfer money to the account of our 
members/supporters in the UK, Belgium, Holland and Germany.  Please contact us to 
get their details 

 Via Paypal – helpgocekstrays2@gmail.com 

 Would you like to sponsor an older dog or a dog who cannot be rehomed ?  Sponsorship 
costs 150 Euros per year.  Sponsors are regularly getting news and photos of “their” 
dogs and this helps to give the doggy some comfort and goes towards medical costs. 
Contact us ! 

 

mailto:helpgocekstrays2@gmail.com
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To finish our newsletter on a positive note, see below some photos of our ex-rescues, who were 
lucky enough to find their forever basket. 
 
Thank you for reading. 
 
 
Gocek Friends of the Environment and Animals 
Yonca, Canan, Gulden, Uli, Christine, Grace, Sina, Aylin, Peter and Fergus 
 
 

  
Soof Volkan 

  
Betty Mimosa 
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Co Semmy 

 

 
Spot 

 
Bank account details : 
 

GOCEK DOGA VE HAYVAN DOSTLARI DERNEGI –  
YAPI KREDI BANK / Göcek branch / Turkey  
SWIFT CODE : YAPITRIS  
IBAN NO (TL)          : TR 48 000 6701 0000 000 7230 6138  
IBAN NO (EURO)    : TR 21 000 6701 0000 000 8451 4559  
IBAN NO (GBP)       : TR 43 000 6701 0000 000 8451 4551 
 

Our Association is completely financed by your gifts and we do not 

receive any subsidy from governments or from businesses.  

 
 

 

“The smallest act of kindness is worth more than the grandest intention”   Oscar Wilde  


